
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

VILLAGE OF WARWICK 

OCTOBER 16, 2023 

AGENDA 

 

LOCATION: 

VILLAGE HALL 

77 MAIN STREET, WARWICK, NY 

TIME: 7:30 P.M. 

 

 

 

Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call 

 

1. Introduction by Mayor Newhard. 

 

2. Acceptance of Reports – September 2023: Clerk’s Office, Tax Collection, and Justice 

Department.  

 

The vote on the foregoing motion was as follows: 

 

Trustee Cheney ___      Trustee Foster ___      Trustee Collura ___ 

 

Trustee McKnight ___   Mayor Newhard ___ 

 

3. Authorization to Pay all Approved and Audited Claims in the amount of 

$___________________________. 

 

The vote on the foregoing motion was as follows: 

 

Trustee Cheney ___      Trustee Foster ___      Trustee Collura ___ 

 

Trustee McKnight ___   Mayor Newhard ___ 

 

4. Police Report. 

 

 

Presentations 

 

1. Convergent – Battery Storage Update. 

 

2. Barton & Loguidice – Wastewater Treatment Plant Update. 

 

 



Announcement 

 

1. Please take notice that on-street parking within the Village of Warwick is prohibited 

between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. from November 1st through April 1st. 

 

Correspondence 

 

1. Village of Warwick Planning Board declaration of lead agency in coordinated SEQRA 

review for the special use permit and site plan approval application submitted by 

Warwick LLC in regard to the property located at 8 Forester Avenue.  

 

Discussion 

 

1. Battery Storage Moratorium. 

 

2. Community Choice Aggregation. 

 

3. Climate Action Plan for Government Operations. 

 

4. Veterans Memorial Park Master Plan. 

 

 

Public Comment - Agenda Items Only 

GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC COMMENT  

The public may speak only during the meeting’s Public Comment period and at any other time a 
majority of the Board allows. Speakers must be recognized by the presiding officer, step to the 
front of the room/microphone, give their name, residency, and organization, if any. Speakers 
must limit their remarks to three minutes (this time limit may be changed to accommodate the 
number of speakers) and may not yield any remaining time they may have to another speaker.  
Board members may, with the permission of the mayor, interrupt a speaker during their remarks, 
but only for the purpose of clarification or information. The Village Board is not required to 
accept or respond to questions from the public at meetings but may request that inquiries be 
submitted in writing to be responded to at a later date. All remarks must be addressed to the 
Board as a body and not to individual Board members. Interested parties or their representatives 
may also address the Board by written communications.   

 

Motions 

  

Trustee Cheney’s Motions 

 

1. MOTION to grant permission to the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post No. 4662 to hold a 

Veterans Day Parade Saturday, November 11, 2023, as per their facility use application 

and parade map received October 3, 2023. Parade lineup will take place on High Street at 

10:30 a.m. with step-off beginning at 11:11 a.m. The parade will culminate with a 

ceremony at Veterans Memorial Park at approximately 12:00 p.m. The parade route has 



been approved by the Town of Warwick Police Department. Completed park permit, 

security deposit and proof of insurance have been received. 

 

The vote on the foregoing motion was as follows: 

 

Trustee Cheney ___      Trustee Foster ___      Trustee Collura ___ 

 

Trustee McKnight ___   Mayor Newhard ___ 

 

 

2. MOTION to grant permission to Village of Warwick Employee, Chris Kane, to carry 

over 5 vacation days. 

 

The vote on the foregoing motion was as follows: 

 

Trustee Cheney ___      Trustee Foster ___      Trustee Collura ___ 

 

Trustee McKnight ___   Mayor Newhard ___ 

 

 

3. MOTION to hire Barton & Loguidice to perform a Lead Service Line Inventory of the 

Village’s Water Distribution System as part of the 2022 Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 

Lead Service Line Replacement (BIL-LSLR) funding through the Drinking Water State 

Revolving Fund (DWSRF). Two Statements of Qualifications were received.  

 

The vote on the foregoing motion was as follows:  

 

Trustee Cheney ___      Trustee Foster ___      Trustee Collura ___ 

 

Trustee McKnight ___   Mayor Newhard ___ 

 

 

Trustee McKnight’s Motions 

 

4. MOTION to approve the proposed settlement of the copyright claim of Michael Briner 

for $4,500 and to authorize the Mayor to execute the Settlement Agreement. 

 

The vote on the foregoing motion was as follows: 

 

Trustee Cheney ___      Trustee Foster ___      Trustee Collura ___ 

 

Trustee McKnight ___   Mayor Newhard ___ 

 

 

5. RESOLUTION SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE SPECIAL USE 

PERMIT APPLICATION FOR 8 FORESTER AVENUE 



 

WHEREAS, the Village Board of the Village of Warwick has received an application 

from Warwick LLC for grant of a special use permit to convert existing office space on the first 

floor of the building at 8 Forester Avenue (Section 207, Block 3, Lot 3) into three one-bedroom 

apartments and to add a second floor with three additional one-bedroom apartments pursuant to 

Village Code §145-161, and  

 WHEREAS, under the Village Code it is necessary to hold a public hearing on the said 

application,  

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

  1.   That a public hearing on the said application for a special use permit is set 

for November 6, 2023 at 7:30 o'clock p.m.; and 

  2. That the Village Clerk shall publish, post and provide notice of the public 

hearing as required by the Village Code; and  

  3. That the Village Clerk shall provide a referral to the Orange County 

Planning Department under General Municipal Law §239-m. 

 ____________________________ presented the foregoing resolution which was 

seconded by ______________________________, 

 The vote on the foregoing resolution was as follows: 

 Barry Cheney, Trustee, voting _______________________ 

 Carly Foster, Trustee, voting  _______________________ 

 Thomas McKnight, Trustee, voting _______________________ 

 Mary Collura, Trustee, voting  _______________________ 

 Michael Newhard, Mayor, voting _______________________ 

 



 

6. MOTION to hire Kristin Bialosky to the position of Full-Time Secretary to the Planning 

Board in accordance with Civil Service requirements with a start date of November 6, 

2023. 

 

The vote on the foregoing motion was as follows: 

 

Trustee Cheney ___      Trustee Foster ___      Trustee Collura ___ 

 

Trustee McKnight ___   Mayor Newhard ___ 

 

Reports  

 

Trustee Cheney’s Report: Liaison to Public Works Operations, Engineering and Infrastructure 

Projects, Veterans, Code Enforcement / Building Department, Emergency Services, Citizens 

Awareness Panel/Jones Chemical. Alternate liaison to Economic Development, Planning & 

Zoning / AHDRB / OC Planning, Transportation & Mobility. 
 

Trustee Foster’s Report: Liaison to Office of the Clerk, Parks & Recreation, Economic 

Development & Tourism, Warwick Valley Schools, Government Efficiency / Policy 

Development, Transportation & Mobility. Alternate liaison to Youth / WYDO / Warwick Valley 

Community Center / Warwick Valley Prevention Coalition, Engineering and Infrastructure 

Projects. 

 

Trustee Collura’s Report: Liaison to Office of the Treasurer, Youth / WYDO / Warwick 

Valley Community Center / Warwick Valley Prevention Coalition, Public Health, Historical 

Society, Public Interface and Outreach, Senior Citizens, Ethics. Alternate liaison to Parks & 

Recreation, Environmental, Veterans. 

 

Trustee McKnight’s Report: Liaison to Planning & Zoning / AHDRB / OC Planning, 

Environmental, Albert Wisner Library, Town of Warwick Police Department, Technology 

Oversight / Cybersecurity, Shade Tree Commission, Safety Committee. Alternate liaison to 

Public Works Operations, Code Enforcement / Building Department, Emergency Services, 

Government Efficiency / Policy Development.  

 

Mayor Newhard’s Report 

 

Public Comment – Non-Agenda Items 

 

Final Comments from the Board 

 

Executive Session, if applicable 

 

Adjournment 
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Change Log
Version Submitted By Date Description

0.1 Tom McKnight, Village
Trustee

8/21/2023 Initial Draft

0.2 Tom McKnight 8/28/2023 Incorporated edits from Michael
Helme

0.3 Tom McKnight 8/30/2023 Incorporated feedback from Melanie
Patapis (HVRC); Added a localized
reduction target.

0.4 Tom McKnight 9/1/2023 Re-organized goals and strategies;
re-formatted document
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Introduction

Executive Summary
The Village of Warwick is joining an increasing number of local governments in New York State that are
committed to addressing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions at the local level. The Village recognizes
the risk that climate change poses to its community and is taking actions to reduce its GHG emissions
through the initiatives laid out in this Climate Action Plan (CAP).

A CAP is a strategy document that sets goals and outlines a set of initiatives that reduce GHG
emissions. Using a GHG emissions inventory as the foundation, a CAP defines GHG reduction targets
and provides a framework for achieving those targets. The CAP identifies priority actions and facilitates
coordination across government departments. In addition, the CAP supports effective action over time
by establishing methods for assessing progress and adjusting the local strategy if GHG targets are
surpassed or not fulfilled.

The creation of a CAP will not only address climate protection at the local level, but it will also result in
energy savings and advance community goals for public health and safety. By choosing to act now, the
Village of Warwick is taking a leadership role in mitigating the impacts of climate change, providing its
citizens with examples that help to inspire community-wide action.

Summary of Climate Action Plan Goals and Focus Areas
A primary goal of the Village of Warwick in preparing the CAP is to reduce municipal greenhouse gas
emissions. The plan prioritizes GHG reductions focusing first on municipal assets that emit the most
metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (MTCO2e). A government operations GHG emissions
inventory was conducted to identify the largest sources of emissions. The results of the inventory allow
us to set emissions reduction targets and outline various actions that can be taken to achieve these
goals.

The focus areas addressed in this plan are Municipal Facilities and Transportation. Each focus area
includes a list of actions that will help to achieve the goals and reduction targets established during the
climate action planning process.

Current Climate Related Initiatives
Climate change is a result of land use, transportation and energy use decisions that have evolved over
generations and require coordinated solutions. The Village of Warwick’s commitment to implementing
energy-efficiency measures, reducing energy costs, and lowering greenhouse gas emissions spans 4+
years and has recently gained momentum. The plans, programs, policies, and actions the Village has
taken to reduce GHG emissions are outlined below. With these actions completed and a CAP to guide
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the way, the Village is better positioned to implement initiatives to reduce energy use, costs, and GHG
emissions for municipal operations.

Climate Smart Communities (CSC)
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) launched the Climate
Smart Communities (CSC) initiative in February 2009 to foster state and local partnerships and to
encourage climate protection. Municipal participation in the program begins with a pledge by the local
government to set reduction goals for GHG emissions, to improve government energy efficiency, to
encourage renewable energy use, and to take additional steps to combat climate change.

The Village passed a resolution in June 2019 to adopt the CSC pledge. In March 2023 the Village of
Warwick was awarded the Bronze CSC Certification. Notably, the Village of Warwick holds the
distinction of being the first municipality in Orange County to become CSC certified. This landmark
achievement underscores the Village's leadership and dedication to ecological responsibility, setting a
precedent for other municipalities in Orange County to follow.

Climate Smart Task Force
In line with the Village's commitment to the CSC initiative, the Village Board formally established the
Climate Smart Task Force in September 2022. This task force serves as the main leadership body,
tasked with documenting and submitting the Village of Warwick's climate-related actions to the New
York State CSC program. Additionally, they provide guidance to Village officials on further steps that
can be taken to continue advancing the Village's progress in environmental sustainability.

Clean Energy Communities (CEC)
The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority’s (NYSERDA) Clean Energy
Communities (CEC) Program was launched in 2016. Communities earn points for every High Impact
Action focused on energy efficiency and renewable energy that they complete as part of this program.
Communities that complete at least four High Impact Actions earn the Clean Energy Communities
designation and are eligible to apply for grants to fund additional clean energy projects.

The Village has completed 10 High Impact Actions as of September 2023:

Unified Solar Permit 200 points
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Energy Code Enforcement Training 200 points

Clean Fleets 100 points

Climate Smart Communities Certification 600 points

LED Street Lights (Cobrahead) 700 points

Community Campaigns 200 points

Benchmarking 100 points

Advanced Benchmarking TBD (200 points)

LED Street Lights (Decorative) TBD (200 points)

Clean Fleets - Charging Station TBD (100 points?)

Total Points 2,100 (as of August 2023)

Possibly 2500-2600 points in
Sept 2023, TBD

Public Outreach
Public outreach forms a vital bridge between the government and residents, fostering a cooperative
relationship that benefits the community. In the Village of Warwick, the government utilizes diverse
methods to keep residents informed and engaged. Through the Village website, the Village provides
convenient access to essential information encompassing all facets of local government, including
recorded board meetings, agendas, meeting minutes, contact details for staff, and details about
committees and boards.

For those interested in visual content, the Village has a YouTube channel that offers recorded
informational videos. In our continuous effort to connect with residents, we've launched a newsletter
designed to keep the community abreast of pertinent updates. Additionally, the Village maintains an
active Facebook page and is in the process of creating a podcast.

Recognizing that people engage with information differently, the Village has sought to create multiple
channels that foster transparent communication, in an ongoing effort to connect with residents.

During the 2021-2023 Comprehensive Planning process, there was strong emphasis on public
outreach and community engagement. This included organized meetings and focus groups, an online
community survey, and an in-depth analysis of demographic and economic data pertinent to the Village.
Such efforts demonstrate the Village’s commitment to continuous and varied public outreach, ensuring
the Village government stays connected with the community's needs and perspectives.
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The commitment to environmental stewardship within the Village of Warwick was vividly demonstrated
during the survey phase of the Comprehensive Planning process. A compelling 80% of respondents
identified environmental sustainability as being of High or Highest importance for the Village to
concentrate on. This sentiment is clearly articulated on page 10 of the Comprehensive Plan under
GOAL R1: "Improve Environmental Sustainability and Resilience throughout the Village of Warwick."
Recommended actions concerning sustainability and resilience were outlined, underscoring the
community's strong values in this area.

Warwick's emphasis on environmental matters in the Comprehensive Plan underscores not only the
significance attributed to this issue but also highlights the essential role community outreach plays in
the entire community planning process. Such inclusive engagement ensures that the voices and
priorities of the community are central in shaping the Village's future direction, reinforcing the shared
commitment to a sustainable and resilient Warwick.

  In alignment with the Village's commitment to Climate Smart Community endeavors, a specific page on
the Village website is dedicated to environmental sustainability, chronicling our ongoing advancements
with both the Climate Smart Community and Clean Energy Community programs. While the web
presence is acknowledged by the CSC Task Force as a work in progress, with an eye towards a more
comprehensive and focused online platform, this initiative serves as a clear indication of the Village's
dedication to keeping residents informed about climate-related matters. It represents a tangible
expression of Warwick's resolve to engage the community in a shared journey towards a more
sustainable future.

Climate Action Plan Outreach
With specific regard to this Climate Action Plan (CAP), the draft was made accessible to the public for
both review and feedback before approval. This openness was presented at the September 5, 2023
Village Board meeting, where the board not only mentioned the availability of the CAP but also actively
invited comments. Details of this invitation can be found in the meeting minutes available on the Village
website, and the recorded meeting itself can be viewed on YouTube. Similarly, during the September
13, 2023 meeting of the Climate Smart Community Task Force—an event open to all residents—there
was a formal declaration that the CAP was on hand for public examination and commentary. To further
ensure community awareness, a post was made on the Village's social media accounts, reiterating the
invitation to review and comment on the CAP. These measures illustrate the Village's commitment to
transparency and inclusive engagement, embracing the voices and insights of the community in our
shared pursuit of sustainability.

After the Village of Warwick's Climate Action Plan is approved by the Board, the public will be informed
about the progress being made towards meeting the greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets.
Updates on these efforts will be posted on the Village's website, ensuring that everyone has easy
access to information on this important initiative.
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Government Operations Greenhouse Gas Inventory
The first step toward reducing greenhouse gas emissions is to identify baseline levels of emissions in
the Village of Warwick government operations most responsible for those emissions. This information
was key to selecting our emissions targets, as well as the short-term and long-term reduction measures
contained in this plan. This section is an indication of areas needed to reduce municipal emissions.

A Government Operations Inventory was completed for the Village of Warwick with support from the
Hudson Valley Regional Council (HVRC). The GHG Tool used was developed by Climate Action
Associates, LLC and follows the Local Government Operations Protocol. The government operations
GHG inventory accounts for emissions associated with facilities, vehicles, and other processes that are
owned and operated by the Village of Warwick. The identified sources of emissions related to municipal
operations are listed in the figures/tables below.

Baseline Year
All municipal energy data was collected for Fiscal Year 2022 (June 2021 - May 2022) and this
established the baseline to compare with future GHG inventories, in order to measure progress towards
the established emissions reduction targets. This time period was chosen as the baseline given the
availability of data and to ensure the baseline more accurately reflects current energy consumption
patterns.

Facilities Master List
A key step in creating the GHG inventory is to compile a facility master list of all municipal facilities that
each use at least one form of energy.

● 2 Administrative Facilities: Village Hall, DPW Garage
● 16 Water Works facilities
● 10 Wastewater Treatment facilities
● 23 Park and Street Light zones

Each was assigned to a category to indicate the type of infrastructure and then similar facilities along
with their energy use.

Data Collection
The Local Government Operations Protocol (LGOP), which the Village of Warwick followed, defines
direct and indirect emissions as follows:

● Scope 1: All direct GHG emissions from a facility or piece of equipment operated by the local
government, usually through fuel (natural gas, propane, fuel oil, gasoline, and diesel)
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combustion. Examples include emissions from fuel consumed by the Village’s vehicle fleet or
emissions from a furnace in municipal buildings.

● Scope 2: Indirect GHG emissions from purchased electricity. This refers to operations powered
by grid electricity.

● Scope 3: All other indirect GHG emissions not covered in scope 2. Examples include contracted
services, emissions in goods purchased by the local government and emissions associated with
disposal of government generated waste.

This inventory only accounts for Scope 1 and 2 emissions, as they are the most essential components
of a government operations greenhouse gas analysis and are most easily affected by local policy
making. Under the DEC’s CSC program, tracking Scope 3 is encouraged, but optional.

Emissions Summary Figures
In Fiscal Year 2022, GHG emissions from Village of Warwick government Facilities totaled 323.51
metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (MTCO2e). The consumption and emissions data are as
follows:

The Water Works facility is the largest source of GHG emissions, accounting for 33% of emissions.
The next largest contributor is the Wastewater Treatment Plant with 28.5% of emissions. The
remaining emissions come from Administrative Facilities (26%) and Street & Park Lights (12.4%).
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The Village also tracks Vehicle Fleet fuel consumption by fuel type. For the same period, June 2021 -
May 2022, GHG emissions from fuel Consumption and GHG Emissions totaled 151 metric tons of
carbon dioxide equivalent (MTCO2e), as shown in the table below.

GHG Emissions Reductions: Goals, Targets and
Strategies

The Village of Warwick recognizes New York State's ambitious goals as outlined in the Climate
Leadership and Community Protection Act of 2019, which mandates a reduction in GHG emissions of
40% by 2030 and 85% by 2050 (below 1990 levels). While these targets are inspirational, the Village
acknowledges that we are early in our journey and must be mindful of what is realistically achievable at
the local level.

Drawing inspiration from these commendable targets, the
Village has set a localized reduction target, aspiring to
reduce our GHG emissions by 15-20% by 2028.
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The Village of Warwick respects the State's established objectives as guiding benchmarks. In drafting
our Climate Action Plan, we've chosen a tailored approach that recognizes both Warwick's unique
situation and the broader environmental goals. The Village is setting sights on a 15-20% GHG emission
reduction by 2028, emphasizing actions and strategies that are aligned with local needs and the
broader vision of environmental sustainability.

The Village of Warwick uses its baseline data to inform its strategic approach, addressing both local
needs and broader environmental objectives. The focus is on making decisions that consider Warwick's
specific circumstances while contributing to wider sustainability goals. This approach aims to benefit
both the community and the broader environment.

Overall Goals
As captured in the 2022 Comprehensive Plan, the Village has recognized the following Environmental
Sustainability and Resilience Goals:

● “Goal R1: Improve Environmental Sustainability and Resilience Throughout the Village of
Warwick”: This goal, identified as a top priority in our community's Comprehensive Plan,
underscores the importance of environmental sustainability and resilience in maintaining the
Village of Warwick's quality of life and continued prosperity.

● “Goal R2: Ensure that Village sewer and water infrastructure can accommodate future
demand without diminishing the quality of service provided to residents and
businesses.” Also outlined in the Comprehensive Plan, this goal focuses on responsible
planning and management of our infrastructure to meet future demand. It emphasizes our
commitment to maintaining quality services for residents and businesses, reflecting the Village's
broader dedication to sustainability and resilience.

Short-Term and Mid-Term Goals and Strategies (2022-2027)

WTP,
WWTP

Improve energy efficiency in Water Works, and lay out a strategy for Water
Treatment Plant modernization by 2027.

● The main Water Treatment Plant, dating back to the 1970s, continues
to serve its purpose. Current budgetary constraints might hold off
immediate enhancements, but there's an undeniable need for a more
energy-efficient future. In comparison, the more recent Microfiltration
Plant, built around 2012, aligns with today's building standards,
reflecting a more modern approach.

● With aging infrastructure, the focus turns to seeking energy-saving
replacements. A notable consideration is the transition to variable
speed pumps, which offer greater efficiency.
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● Currently there is no set strategy. However, the increasing maintenance
demands on our current equipment call for a proactive approach. It's
essential to weigh the recurring costs of mending old equipment
against the long-term gains of transitioning to more energy-efficient
solutions.

WTP,
WWTP

Partner with Orange and Rockland by 2024 to identify and implement
incremental energy efficiency upgrades in the Water Works and WWTP,
through O&R’s Non-Wires Alternative project.

● To alleviate the electrical demand on the Wisner substation, O&R has
collaborated with the Village. Our joint initiative aims to identify and
implement energy reduction measures, with a particular focus on the
Water Works facilities, pump stations, and the Wastewater Treatment
Plant.

● For example, in 2023 O&R replaced lighting and lighting controls with
energy efficient options in the WWTP. Previous energy usage for the
WWTP was 453,720 kWh/yr, and after upgrades the anticipated energy
usage is 445,383 kWh/yr, which amounts to an estimated cost savings
of $1,442 per year and a 2% reduction in energy consumption.

● In 2023/2024, the Village and O&R will look to identify potential usage
of variable speed pumps, which consume less energy than pumps that
are constantly operating. This is an example of a possible incremental
improvement the Village can use to lower energy consumption and
GHG emissions.

● The specifics of the Village's eligibility for upgrades and the potential
emissions reduction are still being determined. However, this initiative
underscores the Village's genuine commitment to enhancing
environmental responsibility within the community.

WWTP Understand and optimize energy consumption for the new WWTP; recalibrate
its inventory post-construction.

● The Village is currently engaged in a multi-year project to construct a
new Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP). The existing plant, although
operational, is seriously aging, and compliance with New York State's
stringent standards has become increasingly challenging. Coupled with
ever-increasing maintenance costs and the growing demands placed
on the WWTP due to Warwick's rising population and new building
developments, the necessity for a new plant has become clear. The
new WWTP is expected to be operational in 2026.
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● It is important to acknowledge that the energy impact of this new facility
is not yet fully understood. Given its larger size and significant
wastewater processing capabilities and demand, the new WWTP may
result in higher GHG emissions. Collaborating with our engineering
firm, the Village is actively exploring the potential climate impact and
energy consumption of this essential project. In the short term, our
target is to gain an understanding of these factors and to document
them. We will also discuss potential areas of focus for energy efficiency,
ensuring that we are well-informed as we continue to make responsible
decisions in our commitment to environmental sustainability.

Facilities Enhance energy efficiency in Administrative Facilities.
● Village Hall and the DPW Garage make up 26% of the Village’s GHG

emissions. Even small incremental improvements will help reduce
energy consumption, costs and GHG emissions.

● As an example of work completed, in 2023 the Village in partnership
with O&R through their Non-Wires Alternative (NWA) project, replaced
lighting and lighting controls with energy efficient options in the DPW
Garage. Previous energy usage for the DPW Garage was 48,902
kWh/yr, and after upgrades the anticipated energy usage is 40,871
kWh/yr, which amounts to an estimated cost savings of $1,389 per year
and 17.5% reduction in electric energy consumption.

● The Village is continuously monitoring its infrastructure, especially the
HVAC systems, given that the Village Hall A/C was replaced in 2021,
the Village Hall boilers in 2016, and the DPW Garage heater in 2018.
As these units age, the Village will consider more energy-efficient
replacements, and the same approach will be applied to water fixtures.

Streetlights Achieve a 5% reduction in emissions by converting half of the Cobrahead
Streetlights to LED by 2026.

● The Village is actively working on converting all street lights to LED.
With 53 decorative street lights already converted, approximately half of
the cobrahead street lights remain.

● The precise impact on GHG emissions from the LED conversion project
is still to be determined. Once the full conversion is completed in the
coming years, the Village plans to recalibrate the inventory to
accurately measure the reduction in GHG emissions.
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Fleet Adopt and maintain a Vehicle Efficiency Policy by 2025 to continually enhance
government vehicle fuel efficiency.

● By 2025, the Village should establish a vehicle fleet efficiency policy,
setting clear fuel-efficiency standards for all municipal vehicle
acquisitions when commercially viable and feasible. This policy will
provide the DPW Supervisor with the necessary guidelines to enhance
the fuel efficiency of our government vehicles, leading to notable
reductions in both fuel expenses and GHG emissions.

Policy Establish a Fleet Efficiency Policy by 2025 to standardize fuel-efficiency in
municipal vehicles.

● By 2025, the Village aims to establish a vehicle fleet efficiency policy,
setting clear fuel-efficiency standards for all municipal vehicle
acquisitions when commercially viable and feasible. This policy will
provide our fleet managers with the necessary guidelines to enhance
the fuel efficiency of our government vehicles, leading to notable
reductions in both fuel expenses and GHG emissions.

Policy Implement an Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Policy by 2025 to
promote energy-efficient products.

● Establish an Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Policy by 2025.
The Village's proactive stance on climate action should not only be
confined to its direct operations but should extend to influencing
broader climate action through its purchasing choices. By adopting an
Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (EPP) policy, the Village can
drive demand for energy-efficient and environmentally responsible
products, thus enhancing their market presence. Such a policy would
not only institutionalize decisions on purchasing energy-efficient
appliances, products, and materials but also echo the Village's
commitment to a sustainable future. Implementing EPP standards,
particularly those that prioritize energy-efficient equipment like
ENERGY STAR, is a strategic step towards reducing energy demand in
local government operations.

Policy Assess the feasibility of a Green Power Policy for Village operations by 2026.
● By 2026, the Village intends to assess the practicality of adopting a

Green Power Policy, focusing on the potential procurement of
renewable energy and related credits. This evaluation will incorporate
discussions with the Climate Smart Communities (CSC) Task Force, a
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review of existing municipal energy data, and consultations with
relevant stakeholders.

● It will be important to balance the move towards renewable energy with
the Village's financial stability and operational requirements.

Long-Term Goals and Strategies (2028 and Beyond)

Fleet Transition to EV trucks by replacing at least two pickup trucks by 2030.
● While the Village's current pickup trucks meet its needs, by Fiscal Year

2030, the Village will consider transitioning to EV trucks during
replacements or upgrades. Cost factors and environmental benefits will
guide the Village's decision-making in this area.

Fleet Optimize vehicle fleet for fuel efficiency and size appropriateness (ongoing).
● As a long-term goal, the Village is committed to perpetually evaluating our

fleet composition and usage to match tasks with suitably sized,
fuel-efficient vehicles. While 2024 will see the retirement of certain older
vehicles deemed non-essential, this initiative is ongoing, reinforcing our
dedication to optimizing our inventory. This consistent strategy not only
heightens our fleet's fuel efficiency but also aids in diminishing GHG
emissions and managing maintenance and insurance costs.

Fleet Expand the Electric Vehicle charging infrastructure by 2028, keeping an eye on
future DPW EV requirements.

● By 2028, the Village aspires to bolster its Electric Vehicle charging
infrastructure to further our dedication to green transportation. We intend
to double our current capacity by installing an additional two dual-port
electric vehicle charging stations. These stations will cater to both public
EV charging requirements and potentially serve the Department of Public
Works, should the Village transition to EV vehicles for DPW use in the
future.

Policy Conduct energy audits on at least two government buildings by 2028.
● By 2027, the Village aims to conduct energy audits on at least two of its

government buildings. Energy use in buildings is a primary contributor to
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and poses several opportunities for
increased energy efficiency and cost savings. Undertaking these audits,
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especially for older buildings, will provide the Village with detailed insights
into current inefficiencies and recommended energy conservation
measures (ECMs).

● These measures, when implemented, have the potential to drive
significant energy reductions, cost savings, and reductions in GHG
emissions, aligning with the goals of the Climate Smart Communities
(CSC) program.

● Conducting energy audits comes with a cost. The Village Board must
explore available grant funding and consider the potential to allocate
funds in an upcoming fiscal year. This decision will weigh the costs
against the expected benefits.

CSC Achieve Silver Certification in Climate Smart Communities by 2028.
● As of 2023, the Village of Warwick has proudly achieved Bronze

Certification within the Climate Smart Communities (CSC) program. While
advancing to the Silver Certification may not directly lead to a reduction in
GHG emissions, this endeavor provides a valuable framework to guide
the Village in undertaking further related actions, some of which will
indeed contribute to lowering GHG emissions.

● We recognize that the CSC goals may evolve over time, and we view this
framework as an adaptable guide to keep our efforts aligned and on track.
By utilizing this structure, we ensure that our approach is both
forward-looking and responsive to changes, supporting our ongoing
commitment to environmental stewardship and sustainable growth within
the Village.
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Next Steps
This CAP is intended to be a “living” document, with the goal of updating the Government Operations
GHG Inventory and emissions reductions initiatives to:

● Track the Village of Warwick’s progress towards its emissions reduction target.
● Quantify energy and cost benefits of projects and upgrades that are continually being

implemented.
● Guide the Village of Warwick’s planning and prioritization of future projects.
● Support access to funding opportunities.

Climate Action Committee
The CSC Task Force will take on the responsibilities of a Climate Action Committee, focusing on
evaluating strategies and solutions that the Village of Warwick can take to help curb GHG emissions.
The Climate Smart Task Force / Climate Action Committee will update the Village’s CAP progress and
post to the Village website as needed.

Five-year Inventories
In compliance with CSC requirements, progress towards achieving GHG reduction targets will be
measured by conducting subsequent GHG inventories every five years. If goals and targets are
reached, a new GHG inventory baseline year will be established with new GHG emissions reduction
targets and strategies to achieve those targets.
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Proposed Small Flowering Tree or Large Shrub,

with 3 or small stems.
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1. This drawing is based upon a topographic survey provided by John

Robert Nelting Surveying and Mapping PLLS dated August 2, 2023.

2. Owner to obtain all permits before building.

3. Strip topsoil in pavement areas and stockpile for future use.

4. Contractor must call "Before you Dig" and have all underground

utilities located before commencing excavation work.

GENERAL NOTES

SYMBOL LEGEND

Existing Treeline

Property Line

Existing Fence

Body of Water

CONCEPTUAL MASTER PLAN

Scale: 1"=100'0"

NOTE: Bog Turtles and Indiana Bats are two endangered or threatened species that nest and live in this area.

Proper precautions must be taken to avoid disturbance, such as time day and time of year of construction.

Bike Path + Pedestrian Walkway - Arrow shows

single lane direction of bicycles

Pedestrian Only Walkway

Wetland Boardwalk

Work Item

>

Removal/Demolition

15

Kayak Launch

7

Evergreen Tree to Remain

Proposed Evergreen Tree

Exercise Path

SYM NAME WORK ITEM DESCRIPTION

1
Fallen

Soldier

Memorial

Grove

Plant trees in memorary of fallen soldiers.  Could do it over time (I.e. plant one for each

warwick soldier that died in the Civil War, next year plant one for each soldier that died after

that, etc.).  Use trees that branch 6' high or so. Maybe columnar trees for strong design?

(See tree memorial plaquec and intrepretive signs on L3)

2
Entry

Memorial

Island

Expand size of central island as shown.  Road on both sides to be minimum of15' wide and with

enough turning radius to allow large emergency vehicles and DPW trucks. Define island with

decorative curbs, which could be bluestone, Belgium Block, or granite.

3
Ice Skating Gently slope the area, create an ephemeral pool, 12-18" or so, oval shaped.  Will seasonally

become an ice skating area. Select vegetation that will be beneficial to amphibians and other

fauna that might use the ephemeral pool, with heights that will not impede ice skating ability.

(See Natural Pond Ice Rink on L2)

4
Existing

Road

Keep existing road.  Stripe center of road so each lane is 12' wide.  Add to sides of road as

necessary to allow 5 foot wide lanes for bike riding and pedestrians.  Paint pedestrian/cyclist

lanes and install appropriate signage.  Plant trees where possible.  Add raised cross walks and

other traffic calming measures. (See bicycle singage and symbols on L3)

5
Entry to

Park from

Forrester

Drive

Design more dramatic entry, possibly using stamped asphalt.  Redo pedestrian walkway and

crosswalks as shown to create shorter, safer road crossing.   Redesign the planting bed

surrounding existing veterans monument and flag pole. (See entrance crosswalk on L3)

6 Fence

Relocate new fence to accommodate bikeway and some greenery.  Fence with small openings

so that sports ball cannot roll into the road. Include openings for pedestrians coming from

adjacent parking lots.

7 Bocce

Courts

New bocce courts. Include benches for players and spectators (See bocce courts on L2)

8
Oak Grove

Seating

Area

Consider groupings of Adirondack chairs.  There could be a few groups of 2, a few groups of

4, and one groupd of six.  Arrange in a semi-circle oriented towards view of the park.  Cut legs

to accommodate the slope.  Start with just a couple of chairs here and there and increase

with demand. (See Adirondack Chair styles on L3)

9
Gated

Emergency

Access

Drive

Emergency access gates that operate with siren.  Bike/pedestrian paths to bypass/go

around gate on each side. (See emergency access gate on L3)

10
Helipad

New gated helipad area, with circular bike race track for kids around the outside of the

helipad, painted a different color.  Use painted stamped asphalt to delineate  helipad. Include an

H and possibly a star within the circle.  Add signage to honor the local helicopter pilot who

died in service.  Coordinate/revise design with helipad standards. (See Helipad marking on L2)

11
Wetland

Boardwalk

Boardwalk through wetlands (See wetland boardwalk on L2)

12
Pedestrian

Space

Create a more friendly space by adding trees in possibly raised planters, 18" high, to create

seating walls.  This area should be carefully planned. Consider leaving, repairing, and painting

asphalt to keep costs down.  Paint lines for games such as hopscotch.  Paint a labyrinth.

Perhaps a local artist or KALA can create an interesting pattern.

13
Sports

Parking and

Drop-off

Rework parking to increase number of spaces, add handicap spaces and drop-off spots.

Create better pedestrian flow between football field and this area.

14
Revamped

Parking Lot

with

Greenery

Keep parking lot, add tree islands.  Stripe as necessary.

15
Skate Park

New Skate Park. Include picnic tables/some kind of seating in this area. (See skate park

rendering on L2.  See picnic tables on L3)

16
Pump Track

Pump Track  Possibly flip large track so entrance faces walkway and banked curve in end is

dug into the hill. Include picnic tables/some kind of seating in this area. Add several trees

around pump track to soften track and replace removed trees. Create a forested planting.

(See pump track plan on L2.  See picnic tables on L3)

17
Bleachers

Add moveable bleachers to field on east side..

18
Bike Path Conceptual bike path. Two-way bike paths, shown on the plan without directional arrows, shall

be 8 feet wide minimum.  One lane bike paths and pedestrian paths to be 5' wide. Include

signage for mileage of path. (See bicycle singage and symbols, bike racks, and mile markers on

L3)

19
Pedestrian

Path

Conceptual minimum 5' wide pedestrian path. Include intrepretive signs for environmental

features and for living and deceased local veterans.  Along pedestrian paths along roads,

include signage and symbols on the road that designate direction of pedestrian and bicycle

traffic. NOTE: pedestrian traffic shall be against car and bicycle traffic.  Include signage for

mileage of path (See mile markers and chipseal walkway on L3)

20
Sculpture

Park

A few permanent structures and local artist exhibits to display sculptural work on a rotating

basis. (See sculpture park on L2)

21
Exercise

Path

Outdoor exercise equipment laid out in intervals along this path. Include benches every 100'

along the Memorial Drive Path, and 250 feet along the rest of the path (See exercise trail

equipment possibilities on L2 and benches on L3)

22
Pickleball 30x60 Pickleball courts.   Relocate existing shed or install new shed where shown.  Walkways

between pickleball courts to be different color than courts- light so not to get too hot, but

dark enough not to be blinding.  Install benches and a picnic table or two, if they fit. Install

matching fence in new location along driveway. Consider installing a sail shade structure over

benches and tables in the pedestrian zone.  (See pickleball courts on L2 and benches and

picnic tables on L3)

23
Canine

Veterans

Dog Park

Dog park with potential memorials to veteran dogs and service dogs to veterans (See dog

park on L2)

24
Kayak

Launch

Kayak launch and hammerhead parking area as shown.  Kayak launch to be designed.  Place in

area with minimal disturbance to stream banks.  (See kayak launch on L2)

25
Bike Path

Along

McFarland

Install a 5' wide bike/pedestrian path on each side of the road. Include road symbols and

signage that designate direction of bike and pedestrian traffic. Where there is existing

sidewalk, enlarge to 5' wide to accommodate bikes and pedestrians. Move existing walls where

needed so sidewalk can be enlarged. NOTE: Bicycle traffic shall move in the same direction as

car traffic, pedestrian traffic shall move opposite car traffic. (See bicycle singage and

symbols, bike racks, and mile markers on L3)

26 New

Bathroom/

Storage

New bathroom/storage building.  Size and timed lighting similar in size to the building in Stanley

Demming Park (See restroom on L3)

27 New

Pavilion

New covered 20x30 Pavilion (See pavilion on L2)

28

Butterfly

Meadow

Walking path through a native butterfly meadow, with native plants for the butterfly lifecycle.

(See butterfly meadow on L2)

29
Move Back

Wood Edge

Remove trees in poor condition at the edge of the wooded area.  Plant lawn and keep the field

mostly open to accommodate the carnival and outline the edges of the field with trees.

30
Tetherball New tetherball area

31
Picnic Area Picnic tables.  Clear invasive undergrowth and plant groundcover to create a more

asethetically pleasing space and to expand views.  Include a few chess tables . (See picnic and

chess tables on L3)

32
Bird

Watching

Area

Boardwalk over the pond for bird watching, to feature a bird blind. (See bird blind/boardwalk

on L2)

33 Ceremony

Space

Open field with oval walkway around the outside.  Area to be used for events. Oval walkway

possibly red, white, and gray pavers.  Red pavers to match ones being used for all other

walking paths for continuity. (See patriot's path on L2)

34
Crosswalks Create additional cross walks as shown to better connect the site with the surrounding

properties.  Please note that cross walks are shown approximately.

35
Sidewalks

Along

McFarland

Add new sidewalks where shown to connect pedestrian walkways along Forrester Ave and

create a loop with the Park  Remove trees from edge of road where needed and plant new

trees between new sidewalk and existing walkways for Burt Farm Apartments

36
Bike Path

Along

Forrester

Adjust Forrester Avenue going both directions to include a 3-5' wide bike path where

possible, connecting a bike path loop with Veterans Memorial Park.  If road cannot be widened,

widen existing sidewalk and add 5 foot wide sidewalks inside of village right of way. (See

bicycle singage and symbols on L3)

37
New T-Ball

Diamonds

New T-ball diamonds

38 New

Playground

New tot lot playground (See tot lot possibilities on L3)

39 Move

Baseball

Diamond

Adjust location of existing baseball diamond and adjacent existing shed to create more

space

40
Fitness

Court

Location for a fitness court that could be obtained as part of a grant from the MVP Health

Care Fitness Court Campaign (See fitness court on L3)

41
Ribbon

Veterans

Memorial

and

Pavement

Ribbon shaped walkway in red, white, and gray toned pavers for patriotic look.  Some pavers

may be engraved donations.  Possible tree with stacked stone wall memorial in middle of ribbon

with contemplation benches around.  (See Patriot's Path on L2)

WORK ITEM LEGEND

SYM REMOVAL DESCRIPTION

1

Remove stack of concrete blocks and soil

2
Remove covered bleachers

3

Remove existing fence

4

Remove existing asphalt

5
Remove skateboard jumps.  Remove pavement as

shown by driveway to kayak launch and replace with

planting soil, 12" or so deep.

6

Remove dangerous cross walk from the middle of the

road.

REMOVAL LEGEND

Proposed Large Sculpture

Proposed Small Sculpture

Proposed Veteran Memorial

  1 Feb 8, 2023 Revisions per
meeting

  2 Mar 21,
2023

Revisions per
meeting

Proposed Play Area

3 Apr 10,
2023

Revisions per
meeting

Adirondack Chair Seating

New Sidewalk

New Crosswalk

4 May 23,
2023 Miscellaneous

Minor Pedestrian Walkway

Trees to Be Removed

Ex Flagpole

Ex. Sign

S Proposed Shed

Opening in fence, or install a gate

O

5 October 11,
2023

New Survey

New parking islandNI

CONCEPTUAL PEDESTRIAN AREA

Scale: 1"=50'0"

00 50' 100'

Bioretention areas

BR

New Line of Vegetation

Proposed shade tree

Wetlands

Proposed shrubs and small vegetation
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KAYAK LAUNCH

PUMP TRACK

SKATE PARK

HELIPAD MARKING

WETLAND BOARDWALK

EXERCISE TRAIL EQUIPMENT POSSIBILITIES

H

BIRD BLIND/BOARDWALK

SCULPTURE PARK

NATURAL POND ICE RINK

Shown to illustrate possible equipment style.  Actual equipment to vary

Shown to illustrate possible equipment style.  Actual equipment to vary.

Should there be a thematic color throughout the site? I.e. with furniture,

exercise trails, trail markers.

BOCCE COURTS

Bocce courts are often constructed next to each other for competition purposes

Illustrates an open grassy area interspersed with

trees and sculptures of varying sizes

Possible option for a bird blind constructed using wood and local brush

Possible option for a bird blind constructed using all wood with artful cutouts and interpretive materials

Illustrates what is possible with a design for the helipad markings

Possible linework for helipad marking design

PAVILION

Pavilion structure at nearby  Park Ave School

Illustrates a wooded area with a small sculpture and

meandering path

DOG PARK

PICKLEBALL COURTS

Another kayak launch on Waywayanda Creek

PATRIOT'S PATH

BUTTERFLY MEADOW

War/ Veteran Memorial Possibilities.  Names of Warwick residents who fought

in each war could be engraved

Engraved brick walkway with veteran memorial signage

Interpretive signs

Ribbon shaped walkway with red white and gray

pavers.  Some red pavers are engraved

Central stacked stone retaining wall with black

memorial stones at intervals



ENTRANCE CROSSWALK

BENCH & BENCH MEMORIAL POSSIBILITIES

SITE LIGHTING OPTIONS

Bollard Light - Albert Wisner Library

Post Light - Stanley Deming Park

BICYCLE SIGNAGE AND SYMBOLS

Post Light - Albert Wisner Library

NOTE: not to include banner

Post Light  - Village of Warwick

NOTE: not to include solar panels

Stamped Pavement - Albert Wisner Library
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ADIRONDACK CHAIRS

CHESS TABLES

Illustrating a variety of styles and colors of Adirondack chairs.  Legs will be cut to adjust to grade.  Opportunity to include schematic color/theme.

Can feature engraving for memorial/donation/sponsorship.

Bench with Memorial/Donation Plaque

TREE/MEMORIAL PLAQUES  & INTERPRETIVE SIGNS

MILE MARKERS

Illustrating ideal height and sizing of signs

PICNIC TABLES

BIKE RACKS

CHIPSEAL WALKWAY

Could do stamping just around edges with none across the walkway

so it is a smoother ride for cyclists.

Outdoor chess table possibility.  Can be modified for ADA accessibility.  Another

possible opportunity to include a thematic color scheme.

Can feature engraving for memorial/donation/sponsorship.

Want to use a composite wood or recycled plastic bench.  Metal benches heat

up in the sun.  Opportunity to include a thematic color scheme.  Benches can

also be donated and a plaque included on the bench or engraved in the bench.

Possible memorial plaques

for trees throughout the site

EMERGENCY ACCESS GATE

Simple steel hinge gate for emergency access drive.  To be fitted with a

mechanism on the hinges that will open with the sound of an emergency siren.

Build or purchase additional picnic tables similar to what already

exist in the park.  Can be modified to be ADA accessible.

Opportunity for Scout project and for integrating veteran or

color scheme. Can feature engraving for

memorial/donation/sponsorship.

Circular metal bike rack structure

Gravel is pressed into asphalt pavement to create Chipseal

Reduces slipping and glare from wet surfaces, prolongs the life of asphalt.

Bollard mile marker.  Opportunity to

incorporate park color scheme

RESTROOM

Stanley Demming Park Restroom

Engraved Memorial Bench

Veterans Theme Tot Lot

Natural Theme Tot Lot

Baseball Theme Tot Lot

TOT LOT POSSIBILITIES

DONOR RECOGNITION IDEAS

Engraved Brick Walkway

Donor Recognition Posts

Memorial Plaque/Interpretive Sign

Mile Marker stamped

into/painted onto pavement

Veteran and Nature Theme

Metal Interpretive Sign

Pedestal interpretive sign

FITNESS COURT

































BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

VILLAGE OF WARWICK 

OCTOBER 16, 2023 

ADDENDUM NO. 1  

 

 

 

7. RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AND ADOPTING THE DRAFT CLIMATE 

ACTION PLAN FOR GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS  

 

 WHEREAS, the Village Board of the Village of Warwick recognizes the risk that climate 

change poses to its community; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in order combat climate change, the Village of Warwick is committed to 

addressing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions at the local level; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in furtherance of this goal, in 2019 the Village Board adopted a resolution 

committing to the Climate Smart Communities (“CSC”) pledge to set reduction goals for GHG 

emissions; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in 2022 the Village Board formally established the Climate Smart Task 

Force (“CSTF”) to, inter alia, facilitate the Villages’ climate change-related actions and to 

provide guidance to Village officials on steps that can be taken to advance the Village’s progress 

in environmental sustainability; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the CSTF has drafted and provided to the Village Board a draft Climate 

Action Plan For Government Operations (“CAP”), a copy of which is on file in the office of the 

Village Clerk; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the CAP proposes Overall Environmental Sustainability & Resilience 

Goals, both short-term and long-term, for the Village and provides recommendations for 

updating the Government Operations GHG Inventory and emissions reductions initiatives as well 

as providing that the CSCTF will take on responsibilities of Climate Action Committee 

(“CAC”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Village Boad wishes to approve and adopt the CAP, and undertake the 

recommendations and provisions therein going forward as circumstances and funding may allow; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board hereby approves and 

adopts the draft Climate Action Plan For Government Operations. 

 

 _________________________ presented the foregoing resolution which was 

seconded by __________________________,  

 The vote on the foregoing resolution was as follows: 



Barry Cheney, Trustee, voting _______________________ 

Carly Foster, Trustee, voting  _______________________ 

Thomas McKnight, Trustee, voting _______________________ 

Mary Collura, Trustee, voting  _______________________ 

Michael Newhard, Mayor, voting _______________________ 

 

 

 

8. RESOLUTION INTRODUCING A PROPOSED LOCAL LAW  

IMPOSING A ONE-YEAR MORATORIUM ON LAND USE APPROVALS  

FOR DEVELOPMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITY FACILITIES INVOLVING  

ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMS  

  

 WHEREAS, the Village Board of the Village of Warwick has a local law before it 

entitled: “The Village of Warwick Temporary Moratorium on the Acceptance and Processing of 

Applications for Approval of Public Utility Facilities Involving Energy Storage Systems”, and  

 WHEREAS, in order to enact the said local law it is necessary to formally introduce it 

and to hold a public hearing on it,   

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

  1. That the movant of this resolution does hereby introduce the proposed 

local law, and  

  2.   That a public hearing on the proposed local law be set for November 6, 

2023 at 7:30 o'clock p.m. and that due notice of the same is directed to be given by publication 

and posting. 

  _________________________ presented the foregoing resolution which was 

seconded by __________________________, 

 The vote on the foregoing resolution was as follows: 

Barry Cheney, Trustee, voting _______________________ 

Carly Foster, Trustee, voting  _______________________ 



Thomas McKnight, Trustee, voting _______________________ 

Mary Collura, Trustee, voting  _______________________ 

Michael Newhard, Mayor, voting _______________________ 

 

 



VILLAGE OF WARWICK 

LOCAL LAW NO.       OF THE YEAR 2023 

 A Local Law establishing a one (1) year moratorium on the acceptance and processing of 

applications for land use approvals for public utility facilities involving energy storage systems 

in the Village of Warwick. 

 BE IT ENACTED that the Village of Warwick imposes a moratorium on approval of 

public utility facilities involving energy storage systems as follows:  

Section 1. Authority  

This Local Law is adopted pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Home Rule Law 

of the State of New York. 

Section 2. Short Title 

This Local Law shall be known as: “The Village of Warwick Temporary Moratorium on 

the Acceptance and Processing of Applications for Approval of Public Utility Facilities 

Involving Energy Storage Systems.” 

Section 3. Definitions  

"Code" means the Village of Warwick Code.  

"Public utility facilities involving energy storage systems” means any building or site at 

which electricity is stored in batteries for purposes of supplying power to the electrical utility 

grid. 

"Village” means the Village of Warwick.  

"Village Board" means the Village Board of the Village of Warwick. 

"Village Clerk" means the Village Clerk of the Village of Warwick.  

Section 4. Legislative Purpose 

The Village of Warwick has recently experienced serious fires at public utility facilities 

involving energy storage systems which posed a grave risk to the health, welfare and safety of 

Village residents.  The Village Board of the Village of Warwick has determined that the Village 

Code lacks provisions sufficient to oversee the approval and safe operation of public utility 

facilities involving energy storage systems. The intent of this Local Law is to impose a one (1) 

year moratorium on the acceptance and processing of applications for land use approvals for 

public utility facilities involving energy storage systems in the Village of Warwick in order to 

afford the Village Board time to develop and enact local regulations sufficient to oversee the 

approval and safe operation of the same.  



Section 5. Imposition of Moratorium 

 For a period of one (1) year from and after the effective date of this Local Law, except as 

provided in Sections "6" and "7" below no applications for land use approvals for public utility 

facilities involving energy storage systems shall be accepted or processed by the Village for any 

real property located in the Village of Warwick.  

Section 6. Exemptions 

 This Local Law shall not apply to any application for approval of a public utility facility 

involving energy storage systems designed for and installed in a residential use.  

Section 7. Alleviation of Extraordinary Hardship 

A. The Village Board may authorize exceptions to the moratorium imposed by this 

Local Law when it finds, based upon evidence presented to it, that deferral of action on an 

application for approvals for public utility facilities involving energy storage systems during the 

term of this moratorium would impose an extraordinary hardship on a landowner or applicant. 

B. An application for an exception based upon extraordinary hardship shall be filed 

with the Village Clerk, including a fee of Five Hundred and 00/100 Dollars ($500.00) for each 

tax map parcel claimed to be subject to extraordinary hardship, by the landowner or the 

applicant, upon the consent of the landowner.  The application shall provide a recitation of the 

specific facts that are alleged to support the claim of extraordinary hardship and shall contain 

such other information and/or documentation as the Village Board shall prescribe as necessary 

for the Village Board to be fully informed with respect to the application. 

C. A public hearing on any application for an exception to this Local Law based 

upon extraordinary hardship shall be held by the Village Board at a meeting of the Village Board 

no later than thirty (30) days after the complete application for an extraordinary hardship 

exception has been filed with the Village Clerk.  The Village Board shall determine, by 

resolution duly adopted, when an application based upon extraordinary hardship is complete. 

D. In reviewing an application for an exception based upon a claim of extraordinary 

hardship, the Village Board shall consider the following criteria: 

1. The extent to which the proposed development impacts environmentally 

sensitive land, would cause environmental degradation, or would adversely 

impact nearby properties and the neighborhood. 

2. Whether the moratorium will expose a property owner or applicant to 

substantial monetary liability to a third person or would leave the property owner 

or applicant completely unable, after a thorough review of alternative solutions, to 

have a reasonable alternative use of the property. 

3. The extent to which actions of the applicant were undertaken in the good 

faith belief that the proposed development of a public utility facilities involving 



energy storage systems constituted an approvable use under the existing 

provisions of the Village Code. 

E. Mere delay or concern that new regulations regarding public utility facilities 

involving energy storage systems may be adopted is insufficient to constitute an extraordinary 

hardship under this section. 

F. At the conclusion of the public hearing and after reviewing the evidence and 

testimony placed before it, the Village Board shall, in its sole discretion, act upon the application 

for an exception based upon extraordinary hardship.  The Village Board may approve, deny or 

approve in part and deny in part the application being acted upon. 

Section 8.  Default Approvals Abolished. 

Notwithstanding any law, rule, or regulation to the contrary, no applications for public 

utility facilities involving energy storage systems shall be granted, deemed granted, or dispensed 

with as a result of the passage of time during the effective period of this moratorium.  Any and 

all land use approvals for public utility facilities involving energy storage systems granted during 

the period of the moratorium shall require the affirmative vote of the reviewing board(s) with 

jurisdiction and endorsement of the plat or plan as otherwise required by law. 

Section 9. Penalties. 

A. Any person, firm or entity that operates a public utility facility involving energy 

storage systems without required approvals shall otherwise violate any of the provisions of this 

Local Law shall be subject to: 

1. Such penalties as may otherwise be provided by applicable local laws, ordinances, 

rules, regulations of the Village for violations; and 

2. A fine not to exceed $500.00 per day from the date that any action is taken in 

contravention of this local law, together with any other civil remedies available at law; and 

3. Injunctive relief in favor of the Village to cease any and all such actions which 

conflict with this Local Law and, if necessary, to remove any such uses that may have taken 

place in violation of this Local Law. 

 B. Any application accepted or approval granted in violation of this Local Law shall 

be null and void. 

Section 10. Extension or Termination of Moratorium. 

A. This moratorium may be extended by two (2) additional periods of up to six (6) 

months each by resolution of the Village Board upon a finding of need for such extension(s). 

B. This moratorium, and any extensions thereof, may be terminated at any time by 

resolution of the Village Board. 



Section 11. Validity 

In the event that any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Local Law is held to be 

invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, said holding shall in no way 

affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Local Law. 

Section 12. Effective Date 

This Local Law shall become effective upon filing with the Secretary of State of the State 

of New York subsequent to having been duly adopted by the Village Board. 

 

 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

VILLAGE OF WARWICK 

OCTOBER 16, 2023 

ADDENDUM NO. 2 

 

 

9. MOTION to authorize Payment #4 to TAM Enterprises, Inc. in the amount of $108,570 

for the South Street sidewalk replacement project as certified by Village Engineer David 

Getz of Engineering & Surveying Properties. Funds are appropriated in budget code A. 

5110.4400 in the 2023-24 budget. 

 

The vote on the foregoing motion was as follows: 

 

Trustee Cheney ___      Trustee Foster ___      Trustee Collura ___ 

 

Trustee McKnight ___   Mayor Newhard ___ 
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